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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS. 



UNITED STATES. 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General, Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service.] 

PELLAGRA . 
Report from Charleston, 8. C. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Sams reports, October 23 : 

Pellagra, as such, has but recently been recognized in this city, the 
first case having come under treatment in March, 1908, the first 
recorded death occurring on September 25, 1908. During the bal- 
ance of that year there were four more deaths, making five in all for 
1908. From January 1, 1909, to date, there have been five deaths 
recorded. 

There is a very general opinion among the local physicians that 
pellagra has existed in this city for probably twenty years or more, 
but incorrectly diagnosed as "eczema," "dysentery," "intestinal 
tuberculosis," etc., with dementia a complication, or the reverse. 

The following table gives the color, sex, and result in 19 cases, 
from its recogmtion in March, 1908, to date: 
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I believe this to be less than the actual number which has occurred 
here. There are several suspects under observation. Diarrhea, der- 
matitis, and dementia, the so-called "three d's" of pellagra, were the 
leading symptoms in the majority of instances, some subjects being 
violently insane, the dementia being absent in eight individuals, 
however. 

The favorite sites of the eruption were the face, backs of hands, 
and dorsal surfaces of feet. Uncinariasis was a complication in one 
case, a white male. 

Although considered an afebrile disease, save in so-called " typhoid 
pellagra, a rise of temperature to 38.5 was present in several instances. 
A subnormal temperature likewise occurred. The pulse rate, in 
a few cases abnormally high, bordering on the hundred, with a sub- 
normal temperature, correspondingly increased when fever was pres- 
ent. The raw tongue was noticeable. No ocular phenomena were 
mentioned in histories furnished me nor noticed by myself. 
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In the case of a small white boy, a sudden temporary motor paralysis 
of the lower limbs occurred, lasting about one week. While this has 
disappeared and locomotion is good, there is loss of all patellar reflex. 

In the cases of two colored females at present under observation 
(both relapses) one has exaggerated "knee-jerk" and in the other one 
all "knee-jerk" is lost and some rigidity present in lower limbs, with 
ulcerations in mouth and about the ankle, also abdominal tenderness. 

The rate of mortality in the insane cases was especially high. 

Reports from San Francisco, Col. — Plague-prevention work at San 
Francisco, Oakland, and Point Richmond, Cal. 

Surgeon Blue reports : 

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 

Last case of human plague: Sickened, January 30, 1908. 
Last case of rodent plague: Trapped, October 23, 1908. 

Week ended October 16, 1909. 

Sick inspected 3 

Plague 

Dead inspected 103 

Plague 

Premises inspected 2, 160 

Houses disinfected. 37 

Houses destroyed 2 

Buildings condemned 12 

Nuisances abated. 249 

Rats found dead 40 

Rata trapped 1, 939 

Total rats taken 1, 979 

Rats identified: 

Mus norvegicus 1, 488 

Mus rattus 62 

Mus musculus .' 365 

Mus alexandrinus 15 

Total 1, 930 

Rats identified as to sex: 

Male 672 

Female 953 

Total 1, 625 

Rats examined bacteriologically 1, 286 

Plague rats 

Poisons placed 26, 121 

Total number of rats found infected to date 398 

OAKLAND, CAL. 

Last case of human plague: Sickened, July 17, 1908. 
Last case of rodent plague: Trapped, December 1, 1908. 

Week ended October 16, 1909. 

Dead inspected 38 

Plague 

Rats found dead 24 

Rats trapped 583 



